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C h a l l e n g i n g  f i n a n C i a l  t i m e s 
d e l ay i n g  p o r t  g a r d n e r  w h a r f

ver the past several months I have been approached by many residents 
wondering about the status of the Port Gardner Wharf project. 

As many of you know, Merrill Lynch Capital had been selected as 
the construction lender for the first phase of the Port Gardner Wharf 

project. When the national mortgage crisis began to emerge in the Fall of 
2007, Merrill Lynch withdrew its funding of all condominium-related projects 
throughout the country — including Port Gardner Wharf.  

While the Port has made significant progress with the environmental 
cleanup of the site and opening its new marina Craftsmen District, we have 
been in somewhat of a holding pattern on the residential and commercial 
aspects of the project.  In May, Larry Crawford, the Port’s Chief of Properties 
and Development, and I traveled to Chicago to discuss interim solutions and 
timelines associated with the development. 

One of the changes that will be made as a result of this delay, is that the Port 
will retain ownership and development rights of the remaining portion of the 
Craftsmen District, which is located between 10th and 13th Street and West 
Marine View Drive. This will allow the remaining marina tenants occupying 
the site to have a place to call home, while also providing the Port with more 
flexibility in siting a potential Administration building within the district. 

Fortunately for us, Port Gardner Wharf is a very desirable project for inves-
tors, and Maritime Trust is confident that once the financial institutions 
resume funding of condominium projects, Port Gardner Wharf will be one of 
the first projects to be funded.  In the meantime, the Port is moving forward. 
The Port Commission authorized the bidding and construction of the entry-
way, roadway and utility improvements serving both the Craftsmen District 
and the condominium development.  

 The Port appreciates your patience through this process, and hopefully by 
this time next year we will be well on our way to completing Phase 1.  

       Warm Regards,  

John M. Mohr 
           Port of Everett Executive Director 

O

South Marina Improvements 
Port of Everett gears up for marina  
improvements

Calendar of Events
Jetty Island Days & Waterfront  
Concert Series expanded

Marine Terminals Master Plan
Port of Everett wraps up its planning 
process this summer

 

Embracing Sustainability
The Port of Everett graduates its EMS 
program; promotes green practices 

Podcasting Now Available
Audio files of Port Commission meetings 
now online to increase transparency 
 

Employee News 
Karen Bukis, marina staff, travels to 
Africa to assist with a new hospital 
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hat a journey!
On May 2, after more 

than six years of plan-
ning, permitting, environmental 
mitigation and construction, the 
Port of Everett opened its new 
Mount Baker Terminal in south 
Everett. 

Mount Baker Terminal, formerly 
known as the rail/barge transfer 
facility, is designed to transport 
oversized cargo, such as large aero-
space parts, that do not fit onto 
standard trucks or rail facilities to 
Paine Field Airport. 

“The Port began this freight  
mobility project in 2002 to help 
alleviate the BNSF Railway  
closures associated with moving 
oversized aerospace parts from 
the Port’s deep-water shipping 
terminals to Paine Field Airport, 

and assure more reliable, just-in-
time deliveries to our customers 
at Paine Field,” said John Mohr, 
Executive Director of the Port of 
Everett. “Mount Baker Terminal 
provides a unique transportation 
service that acts as an extension 
of the aerospace manufacturing 
process.”

 The pier will primarily support 
local aerospace industries, includ-
ing The Boeing Company, which 
expects to use the facility for its 
747, 767 and 777 airplane pro-
grams. The facility may be used as 
a backup transportation method 
for the 787 Dreamliner. 

“Mount Baker Terminal is more 
than just a new terminal facility,” 
Port Commissioner Connie Niva 
said. “It is the positive result of 
what can happen when agencies 

work together for a common goal.”
The primary purpose of this 

facility was to better serve the 
local aerospace industry, while 
also improving freight mobility 
on the BNSF mainline. For these 
reasons, Mount Baker Terminal 
was identified by the Washington 
State Legislature to receive a grant 
to show the state’s commitment 
and dedication to maintaining and 
growing the aerospace program in 
the region. After an extensive pub-
lic and environmental process, the 
Port broke ground on the facility 
in August 2005 with a celebration 
featuring a blessing of the facility 
by the Tulalip Tribes. 

“The tribes’ support and coop-
eration were an integral part of 

(See PIER Page 15)

W

Mount Baker Terminal was designed by Berger/ABAM, 
with support from John Klekotka, the Port’s Chief of 
Engineering and Planning. 
Manson Construction built the pier, and installed the 
public access features surrounding the site. 
In February 2008, the Port welcomed the 50-ton rail-
mounted gantry crane that was manufactured by Morris 
Material Handling. In an effort to be a good neighbor, 
the Port selected a low profile, electric crane to service 
the facility. The crane was also painted “smoke blue,” 
the color chosen by some Mukilteo residents. 
The completed pier stretches 865 feet into Port Gardner 
Bay, and was built to accommodate containers with 
maximum dimensions of 35 feet wide, 35 feet tall and 
140 feet long, which is significantly larger than a  
standard container. 
The total project cost is approximately $30 million, 
which will be paid for through a Washington state  
grant and dock user fees.
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ith a portion of the Port 
of Everett’s marina floats 
approaching the end of 

their useful lives, the Port is imple-
menting a recapitalization plan to 
replace the floats in the North and 
South Marina. 

The Port has decided to redevelop 
the South Marina on an incremental 
basis, because this project is not only 
a major investment, but also a signifi-
cant logistical challenge. 

In September, the Port will replace 
P & Q docks and access floats to the 
covered moorage in the South Ma-
rina, and replace all the open moor-
age slips from I-South to O-South. 
The Port Commission awarded the 
$5.6 million project to American Con-
struction. 

The new piles and dock structures 
will be in place by February 2009, 
and the remainder of the project will 
be completed by the end of May.  The 
new floats will accommodate modern 
boats from 28’ to 40’ in length with 
larger end ties.

“It is critical that we re-invest in our 
existing marina facilities to ensure the 
quality and integrity of the marina,” 
Marina Director Cyndy Olson said. 
“We made the decision to start in the 
most impacted area of the marina, 
which is the southeast corner, and we 
will be working north.”

The work will also include recon-
figuring the docks to include larger 

slips, install a new 80-foot 
Americans with Dis-

abilities Act 

(ADA) gangway and dredge along the 
bank from I-South to Q-South. 

“Updating the existing marina 
will complement the Port’s efforts to 
revitalize the waterfront and make 
Everett a destination for boaters,” 
Port Commissioner Connie Niva said. 
“With the expansion of the marina, 
and these capital improvement plans, 
we hope the boating community will 
be pleased with our efforts to create 
an attractive facility for them to moor 
their boats.”

Port staff has started the process of 
relocating slipholders moored on  
P & Q docks in the South Marina. 
The three-phase relocation plan 
started in March 2008. 

Starting this transition early will al-
low time for boaters to be moved and 
situated prior to work beginning in 
September, Olson said. 

If you have questions on this proj-
ect, call the Marina office at  
425-259-6001.

 

 

12th Street Yacht Basin

In 2007, the Port opened a new, 220-slip 
marina with new restroom, shower and 
laundry facilities. The Port also paved the 
10th Street Park parking lot as part of this 
project, and provided a new walkway and 
gate houses for marina users. The facility 
also provides additional visitor moorage 
space.  The Port invested $20 million in 
this facility.  

Craftsmen District 
The Port of Everett invested more than 
$13 million into a state-of-the-art marina 
service district in support of its 2,300 
boaters. The district features a larger 75- 
ton Travelift, a new boatyard and boat-
wash and increased tenant amenities.  

North Marina Bulkhead  
Replacement & Improvements

In 2005, the Port completed a $10 million 
bulkhead replacement, gangway and gate 
house upgrade in the Port’s North Marina. 
These upgrades provide greater security 
features to boaters, and an attractive 
walkway for recreational uses.

MaRINa RevItalIzatIoN  
UNDeRwaY

W

$43 miLLiOn in 
COmPLEtED  

mArinA  
imPrOvEmEntS

4
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Port of everett works to expand Jetty Island Beach;  
City extends Summer Island Ferry Service

EVENTS  
CALENDAR
now through september 
everett farmer’s market 
Port gardner Landing, 1600 W. marine view 
Drive, Sundays, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Jetty island days: July 5 – sept. 1  
City’s ferry departs from 10th Street Boat 
Launch and marine Park. Jetty hours are 
10 a.m. – 5:50 p.m. monday, Wednesday & 
thursday, 10 a.m. to 8:50 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday and 11 a.m. – 6:50 p.m. Sundays.

JUly 
waterfront Concert series  
thursdays 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. & Sundays 2-4 p.m. 
through Aug. 28 at Port gardner Landing 
(1600 block of West marine view Drive). 

6th – hot Club sandwich–  gypsy Jazz  
10th – nathan Chance & northCoast –  
industrialized Country

13th – the tim Koss Quartet – Classic Jazz

17th – sol’Jibe–  World Azoustic Flamenco 
rock

20th – incendio – World guitar Fusion

24th – doctorfunK – Prescription for Soul

27th – tingstad & rumbel–  grammy-win-
ning Acoustic instrumentals

31th – stickshift annie with Kimball and 
the fugitives–  roadhouse blues, jazz and 
swing

august
more waterfront Concerts 
thursdays, 6 p.m. & Sundays 2 p.m., Port 
gardner Landing  

3rd – the senate–  rock-and-roll

7th – handful of luvin’ – High-energy Folk 
rock

10th – lulu lafever – Hot Swing and Sultry 
Blues

14th – left hand smoke–  Soulful melodies

21st – the randy oxford Band – unexpect-
ed trombone-driven Blues

24th – soul passport – Smooth Jazz, Funky 
r&B

28th – latin expression –  Power Salsa 

lady washington pirate ship

18-21st - South marina Promenade. Family 
friendly fun event.

12th annual fresh paint festival  

16th -17th –  11 a.m.- 5 p.m. – South marina 
Promenade. Art projects for kids, live bands 
and glassblowers. 

septemBer
mukilteo lighthouse festival

5th-7th –  For more information, visit  
www.mukilteofestival.org 

Coho salmon derby 

20th -21st – 10th Street Boat Launch. this is 
sure to draw large crowds and determined 
anglers from all over the region. For more 
information, call 425-259-6001, or visit 
 www.everettcohosalmonderby.com
 

etting to Jetty Island this 
summer will be more conve-
nient with longer hours and 

an expansion of ferry service to the 
island from five days to six.

The Port of Everett okay’d 
the schedule change to allow 
for more public access to  
the island.  

 From July to Sept. 1, 2008, 
the City’s Jetty Island Days 
program will run from 10 a.m.-
5:50 p.m. Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday; 10 a.m.- 8:50 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday; 
and 11 a.m.-6:50 p.m. Sundays. The 
ferry departs from the 10th Street 
Boat Launch, located at 10th Street 
and West Marine View Drive. 

“As Jetty Island becomes more well-
known to local residents and the kite-
boarding community, the demand for 
additional ferry service and operating 
hours to the island has become almost 

a necessity,” Marina Director Cyndy 
Olson said. 

The City of Everett Parks Depart-
ment and the Port of Everett have 
been partnering to provide access to 

Jetty Island since 1989, which allows 
citizens to explore the pristine en-
vironmental atmosphere, while also 
playing on the beach. 

Realizing the vast environmental 
and community benefits this island 
possesses, the Port has begun placing 
dredge sands on the southern portion 
of the island to expand the beach. 

In 2007, the Port worked with the 
Army Corps of Engineers to dredge 
the public dock to allow for better  
access to the island at all tide lev-
els. Additional facility upgrades are 

planned for the future. 
The island is as education-

ally important as it is for 
summer recreation, and serves 
as the perfect teaching tool by 
highlighting the importance of 
wildlife preservation and the 
nearby estuary.

Several educational walks 
and tours are offered to learn 

about the local ecosystem. Many 
visitors come to observe the wide 
variety of bird species that have made 
Jetty Island their home. In 2007, 
more than 35,000 people visited Jetty 
Island, and the number continues  
to grow. 

For more information visit,  
www.portofeverett.com.
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n July, the Port Commission 
will be asked to consider 
adoption of the final Ma-

rine Terminals Master Plan, and the 
amendment of the Comprehensive 
Scheme of Harbor Improvements to 
reflect the updated plan.  

This action will conclude nearly a 
two-year process to create a blueprint 
for future marine terminal  
development. 

“The ultimate function and layout 
of our shipping terminals is a high 
priority for the Port, as we need to be 
sure that the ultimate configuration 
is in the best interest of our custom-
ers, our community, Washington state 
trade and the overall Port operations,” 
Executive Director John Mohr said.

Initially, the study explored ways to 
maximize the Port’s ability to sup-
port a high volume container ship-
ping operation. To accommodate this 
activity level, the Port would need to 
construct an intermodal yard to trans-
fer the containers and other cargoes 
from trucks, barges or ships to rail 
cars or vice versa. This alternative was 
presented to the community in May 
2007.

Since this time, the Port and its 

consultant team have taken a hard 
look at this alternative. Through the 
planning process, this container-
centric program was shown to have 
a number of issues, most notably 
it competes with major container 
terminal projects recently announced 
in Canada, Tacoma and Coos Bay, 
Oregon. It also generated a significant 
amount of community concern.

Taking these factors into consid-
eration, the Port refocused the study 
in early 2008. The Port instructed its 
planning team, led by Westmar, to 
move away from the container-centric 
approach and build upon the Port’s 
recent successes attracting niche con-
tainer and breakbulk cargoes. 

Westmar was also asked to incorpo-
rate recent long-term leases from Pier 
1 north as “fixed components” of the 
plan; and to consider input received 
from neighbors, community mem-
bers, tenants and business and labor 
leaders throughout the  
planning process.

Westmar presented the revised plan 
to the community during an evening 
Port Commission meeting on April 8, 
and at an open house on May 19. 

The revised concept reflects the 

Port’s long-term leases north of its 
bulk storage dome, and also sets forth 
a development plan that maintains 
the current cargo mix, while identify-
ing future development opportunities 
in South Terminal, Westmar President  
Stan Cowdell said.  

The plan states that one container 
gantry crane remain at Pacific Ter-
minal in order to ensure that Pacific 
can efficiently and economically 
handle cargo for the Port’s custom-
ers, Cowdell said.   The gantry will be 
supported by mobile cranes as needed.  
Additional gantries will be part of the 
redevelopment of the South Terminal 
where the majority of cargo will be 
handled if a project develops from 
this plan. 

“I am really comfortable with the 
structure, magnitude and practicality 
of this revised concept,” Mohr said.

Port staff and its consultant team 
held 16 public meetings, in addition 
to regular mailings, Commission up-
dates and community presentations, 
requesting feedback on the various 
development alternatives.  

For more information on the plan, 
please visit the Port’s Web site at 
www.portofeverett.com. 
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n March 25, the Everett Port 
Commission authorized 
a 45 year lease agreement 

with a newly formed subsidiary of 
Todd Shipyards Corporation, named 
Everett Ship Repair & Drydock, Inc., 
to occupy a portion of the Port’s ship-
ping terminals for large vessel repair 
services. 

The facility, which was originally 
leased to Everett Shipyard, Inc., will 
provide Todd Shipyard the flexibil-
ity it needs to continue to grow its 
marine repair business in the Puget 
Sound region. The Port began work-
ing on this lease agreement with 
Todd Shipyards’ new subsidiary after 
the company signed an agreement to 
purchase the assets of Everett Ship-
yard Inc., the Port’s long-time tenant. 
With the lease finalized, Todd an-
nounced that it would maintain the 
leadership of current Everett 
Shipyard President and local 
resident, Kevin Quigley, to 
manage the new subsidiary. 

“I’ve known of Todd Ship-
yards for a long time, and 
they are well regarded in the 
industry,” Port Commissioner 
Phil Bannan said. “Our staff 
spent countless hours over a 
short period of time working 
to make this deal happen, and 
we are happy to have them 
here as a Port tenant.”

As part of the agreement, 
the Port agreed to allow Ever-
ett Ship Repair & Drydock, 

Inc. to operate at the current 14th 
Street site until the lease expires in 
2009. After 2009, all shipyard opera-
tions will occur in the Port’s deep-
water marine terminals, making way 
for the redevelopment of the North 
Marina property. 

Another important agreement dealt 
with the environmental cleanup of 
Everett Shipyard’s current site on 14th 
Street. Everett Shipyard will lead the 
cleanup of the site, which has been 
identified as a high-priority under the 
Puget Sound Initiative, with support 
from the Port of Everett. Todd Ship-
yards will not be responsible for past 

cleanup costs associated with the 14th 
Street site. 

“We see a great deal of promise in 
this transaction,” said Steve Welch, 
president of Todd Shipyards Corpo-
ration. “We look forward to grow-
ing our business in Everett, and we 
intend to honor the union agreements 
that are in place, as well as be good 
environmental stewards of the  
property.”

With the approval of the lease 
agreement, the Port Commission 
made it possible for Todd Shipyards’ 
newest subsidiary to bring approxi-
mately 70 family-wage, union jobs 

with benefits to the Port District. 
“This is a perfect example of 

the Port creating opportunities 
for jobs and economic devel-
opment,” Port Commissioner 
Connie Niva said, “providing 
jobs, economic development and 
long-term business opportunities 
to continue to grow the region.”

John Mohr, Executive Director 
of the Port of Everett, applauded 
Everett Shipyard, most notably 
CEO Nick Eitel, for their years 
of service on the waterfront and 
their hard work during this  
transaction. 
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ecognizing the importance 
of good environmental prac-
tices, the Port of Everett is 

taking active steps toward improving 
the environmental health of the Port 
District. 

Environmental stewardship is an 
integral part of the Port of Everett’s 
mission, and Port staff has been 
working to accomplish this mission 
through numerous environmental 
initiatives.  

“We have a history and commit-
ment to environmental excellence, 
especially with our environmental 
mitigation strategies,” said John 
Mohr, Executive Director of the Port 
of Everett. “Our staff is able to ac-
complish a lot with limited resources, 
and go the extra mile to be respon-
sible stewards of the waterfront.”

The following are some of the Port’s 
environmental programs:
EnvirOnmEntAL  
mAnAgEmEnt SyStEm (EmS)

The Port of Everett recently gradu-
ated from the Second Flight of the 
Environmental Management System 
(EMS), which is endorsed by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

“As the second port in the state 
to complete this project, the Port of 
Everett has become a role model for 
other area authorities to implement 
clean energy practices,” wrote  
Sen. Maria Cantwell in a letter to the 
Port on April 22, 2008. 

An EMS is a management of pro-
cesses and procedures that allow 

an organization to evaluate, control 
and reduce the environmental impacts 
of its activities, products and services 
and operate with greater efficiency 
and control.

“This extra step (EMS certifica-
tion), however, distinguishes the Port 
of Everett as a leader in the maritime 
community for whom environmental 
values are an integral, rather than op-
tional, component of daily operations 
and decision making,” wrote Dennis 
McLerran, Executive Director for 
the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency 
in a letter to the Port dated April 24, 
2008. 
grEEn vEHiCLES

To promote green thinking 
throughout the business lines, the 
Port is upgrading its aging vehicle and 
equipment fleet with environmentally 
progressive options. In 2007, the Port 
embarked on a strategy to replace ve-
hicle and equipment acquisitions with 
electric vehicles and cargo handling 
equipment for the marina and the 
terminals. In 2008, the Port will also 
upgrade its security and maintenance 
vehicles with hybrid and low-sulfur 
diesel vehicles. 
PugEt SOunD initiAtivE

The Puget Sound Initiative, which 
went into effect in early 2008, is an 
initiative by Gov. Chris Gregoire to 
clean up the Puget Sound by 2020. 

The Port of Everett is actively par-
ticipating in this program,  
 

and has six pieces of property cur-
rently under the purview of this 
new initiative. One of the properties 
identified in the cleanup is the North 
Marina site, which will soon be home 
to Port Gardner Wharf. This new 
mixed-use development will consist of 
residential, office, commercial, hos-
pitality, restaurants and public access 
amenities. 

The heart of the Port Gardner 
Wharf project is now clean, with the 
Port having invested more than  
$7 million into the cleanup, and  
 

Embracing Sustainability

r
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removing more than 85,260 tons of 
contaminated soil from the site. 
PEOPLE FOr PugEt SOunD

The environmental group, People 
for Puget Sound, has taken a stew-
ardship role in support of the Jetty 
Island and the Union Slough Salt-
marsh sites.  These restoration sites 
are tremendous environmental and 
recreational resources in Everett, so 
the group utilizes these two habitats 
as the foundation for which they 
implement their stewardship program 
in the Port District. Their activities 
include maintaining the restoration 
sites, monitoring the progress, col-
laborating with agencies and engag-
ing and educating the public in good 
environmental practices. 

The stewardship program includes 
native species plantings and suppres-
sion of invasive species.  People for 
Puget Sound have been instrumental 
in providing protection for native 
plantings along Union Slough, as well 
as with the suppression of invasive 
species such as Scotch Broom on 
Jetty Island.  In 2008, the stewardship 
group coordinated numerous plant-
ings and exercises at Union Slough 
and Jetty Island. The Port and People 
For Puget Sound also used goats 
through the Rent-a-Ruminant pro-
gram to further reduce the presence 
of invasive species on the sites. 

For more information contact 
Keeley O’Connell at  

 

koconnell@pugetsound.org or  
360-336-1931.
HABitAt/SALmOn rECOvEry

The Port is becoming more in-
volved in community habitat/salmon 
recovery committees, one of them be-
ing the Nearshore Habitat Protection 
Committee.  The goal of this commit-
tee is to protect nearshore habitat in 
Snohomish County.  This critical area 
serves as habitat for shellfish, salmon, 
marine mammals, forage fish and sea-
birds. Many local leaders, such as the 
City of Everett, Snohomish County, 
Tulalip Tribes and others agencies, 
comprise this group, and identify 
potential adverse impacts to salmon 
habitat. Through this committee, the 
Port has been able to identify poten-
tial adverse impacts at its sites, which 
further defines its restoration efforts. 
Some of the Port’s salmon recovery 
projects include the monitoring of the 
Jetty Island beach expansion, creo-
sote survey and removal, and eelgrass 
mapping and protection.

The Port is increasing its participa-
tion in the Snohomish County Ma-
rine Resources Advisory Committee 
(MRC).  The MRC is a citizen-based 
advisory committee appointed by the 
Snohomish County Council that ad-
dresses Dungeness Crab stewardship 
and an overall marine water quality.
OtHEr initiAtivES

Beach Restoration: The Port 
earned an environmental award 
in the mitigation category for its 
beach restoration project located  
in south Everett. The project  

 

•

was mitigation for the Port’s new 
Mount Baker Terminal, which is a 
project of statewide significance. 
Clean Marina Certification: The 
Port of Everett is proud to be cer-
tified a “Clean Marina.”  To earn 
this certification, the Port proved 
it reduces and properly manages 
hazardous waste, conducts marina 
operations with the goal of pro-
tecting the environment, educates 
boaters on clean boating practices 
and demonstrates innovation and 
leadership. 

Saltmarsh Mitigation Banks: 
These efforts provide enhanced 
habitat for juvenile Chinook, 
chum and Coho salmon.
Jetty Island expansion: In De-
cember 2006, Port Commission-
ers adopted the Jetty Island Man-
agement Plan.  This plan provides 
the framework to adequately 
balance the island’s unique eco-
system with recreation.

•

•

•

‘A Committed Port, A Cleaner Port’
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Port of Everett Celebrates!

1918

1930

1965

1970

1987

2008

Historic Timeline
1892: City of Everett inception;
  Railroad comes to Everett
1895: Mills start coming to Everett
1900: Fredrick Weyerhaeuser acquired 
      sawmill, which is now the 
  Port’s South Terminal
1902: Railroad finishes a tunnel
  underneath downtown Everett,
  linking Everett to the Midwest
1906: San Francisco fire creates a
  demand for lumber products 
  from Everett
1914: World War I begins
1916: Everett Massacre
1918: Citizens vote to create the
  Port of Everett
1923: Major Japanese earthquake 
  increases demands for American
  forest products
1929: Fishermen’s Packing Corporation
  settles in Everett - jump    
      starts the fishing industry
1930s:The Port begins to acquire
  property in the North Marina 
  during the Great Depression
1936: Paine Field Airport was 
  constructed
1941: U.S. enters World War II. Navy
  uses Port facilities, airport
  for Pacific military operations 
1940s:The Port begins relocating
  pleasure boats from deep-water
  terminals to the North Marina
1962: The last lumber mill leaves         
      14th Street
1965: The Port completes the 950
  slips in the North Marina
1967: The Boeing Co. comes to town
1969: Port builds alumina ore import  
      facility 

1970s:Port completes fill in North  
      Marina area and what is now            
      Naval Station Everett; Forest  
      products and aerospace boom
1979: Wooden Pier 3 dock burns
1980s:Second round of marina 
  expansion complete
1982: Fish processing ship sinks 200
  feet off the Port of Everett
1984: Port completes Marina Village;
  Everett identified by US Navy
  as future Homeport location
1987: Port of Everett sells 110 acres
  to the Navy
1994: Naval Station Everett opens
1995: The Port begins expanding its
  shipping terminals
1998: Weyerhaeuser sells Riverfront 
  property to the Port
1999: The Port completes construction 
  of Pacific Terminal
2001: Master Planning process begins  
      for Port Gardner Wharf
2003: Everett lands 787 Dreamliner
2005: Port of Everett breaks ground
  on Mount Baker Terminal and 
  new 220-slip marina; Port 
  secures three international 
   shipping lines
2006: The Port signs a 20-year cement
  lease and placed two container
  cranes into operation
2007: Port breaks ground on Port 
  Gardner Wharf, and opened its 
  new 12th Street Yacht Basin
2008: HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY!

90 Years in the Community
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Port of Everett Celebrates!

1918

1930

1965

1970

1987

2008

Historic Timeline
1892: City of Everett inception;
  Railroad comes to Everett
1895: Mills start coming to Everett
1900: Fredrick Weyerhaeuser acquired 
      sawmill, which is now the 
  Port’s South Terminal
1902: Railroad finishes a tunnel
  underneath downtown Everett,
  linking Everett to the Midwest
1906: San Francisco fire creates a
  demand for lumber products 
  from Everett
1914: World War I begins
1916: Everett Massacre
1918: Citizens vote to create the
  Port of Everett
1923: Major Japanese earthquake 
  increases demands for American
  forest products
1929: Fishermen’s Packing Corporation
  settles in Everett - jump    
      starts the fishing industry
1930s:The Port begins to acquire
  property in the North Marina 
  during the Great Depression
1936: Paine Field Airport was 
  constructed
1941: U.S. enters World War II. Navy
  uses Port facilities, airport
  for Pacific military operations 
1940s:The Port begins relocating
  pleasure boats from deep-water
  terminals to the North Marina
1962: The last lumber mill leaves         
      14th Street
1965: The Port completes the 950
  slips in the North Marina
1967: The Boeing Co. comes to town
1969: Port builds alumina ore import  
      facility 

1970s:Port completes fill in North  
      Marina area and what is now            
      Naval Station Everett; Forest  
      products and aerospace boom
1979: Wooden Pier 3 dock burns
1980s:Second round of marina 
  expansion complete
1982: Fish processing ship sinks 200
  feet off the Port of Everett
1984: Port completes Marina Village;
  Everett identified by US Navy
  as future Homeport location
1987: Port of Everett sells 110 acres
  to the Navy
1994: Naval Station Everett opens
1995: The Port begins expanding its
  shipping terminals
1998: Weyerhaeuser sells Riverfront 
  property to the Port
1999: The Port completes construction 
  of Pacific Terminal
2001: Master Planning process begins  
      for Port Gardner Wharf
2003: Everett lands 787 Dreamliner
2005: Port of Everett breaks ground
  on Mount Baker Terminal and 
  new 220-slip marina; Port 
  secures three international 
   shipping lines
2006: The Port signs a 20-year cement
  lease and placed two container
  cranes into operation
2007: Port breaks ground on Port 
  Gardner Wharf, and opened its 
  new 12th Street Yacht Basin
2008: HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY!

90 Years in the Community

11



12

Podcasting (the delivery of  audio 
content to iPods and other media 
players and computers through Web 
site download) allows Port constitu-
ents to listen to Commission meet-
ings at their convenience. A podcast 
is distinguished from other digital 
media formats by its ability to be syn-
dicated, subscribed to, and download-
ed automatically when new content 
is added using an aggregator or feed 
reader, said Robert Marion, Technol-
ogy Manager for the Port of Everett.

The main benefit of podcasting is 
that listeners can sync content to their 
media player and take it with them to 
listen whenever they want to. Because 
podcasts are typically saved in MP3 
format, they can also be listened to on 
nearly any computer.

“By embracing new technologies 
and capabilities the Port has with 
its new Web site, the Port is able to 
provide more direct information to 
its constituents at little cost by way of 
podcasting,” said John Mohr, Execu-
tive Director of the Port of Everett.

The Port of Everett began looking 
into the use of this technology at the 
request of the community. Previously, 
Port District residents or interested 
parties would file a records request to 
obtain the audio files from the meet-
ings, and/or wait until the meeting 
minutes were adopted by the Com-
mission. This new feature provides 
interested parties with the informa-
tion on the Web within 24-hours of 
the meeting, Marion said. Up to eight 
meetings will be stored on the Port’s 

Web site at any given time.
“The Port has made a lot of prog-

ress in increasing the communication 
and access to its constituents in recent 
years with the revamp of its Web site, 
the increased community presence 
and now with the start of podcasting,” 
Port Commissioner Michael Hoff-
mann said. “I continue to appreciate 
the direction the Port is moving, and 
believe the increased transparency will 
not only benefit the Port, but also the 
community in which it serves.”

With the broader community hav-
ing more immediate access to Com-
mission decisions, it will provide a 
better understanding of the Commis-
sion’s decision-making process, Execu-
tive Director Mohr said.

“Offering podcasting provides yet 
another opportunity for people to 
better understand the complexities 
and statutory responsibilities of a port 
authority,” Port Commissioner Con-
nie Niva said. “I believe by providing 
greater access to our in-depth discus-
sions on Port issues, the community 
will have a better understanding of 
why and how we operate the way we 
do, and how these decisions affect the 
overall prosperity of the community.”

The Port Commission meets the 
first and second Tuesday of the month 
at 9 a.m. in the Port Commission 
room, located at 2911 Bond Street, 
Everett, WA 98201; Ste. 109.

Podcasting
n an effort to promote increased participa-
tion and access to Port Commission meet-
ings, the Port of Everett began podcasting 

its commission meetings on April 8 via the Port’s 
Web site at www.portofeverett.com.
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How A KiTE SHip woRKS

The kite sail will help reduce annual fuel costs by 10-35%. 

Reduced fuel also means fewer harmful carbon emissions

The large towing kite resembles a paraglider and is shaped 

like an aircraft wing, to enable it to take advantage of differ-

ent wind directions

It operates at 100-300m above surface level —  much higher 

than a normal sailing craft - where winds are stronger and 

more stable

The kite can be used in winds of 7-40 knots and not just 

when the wind is blowing directly from behind the ship

•

•

•

•

Source: SkySails GmbH & Co.

s the Port of Everett says 
goodbye to what used to be its 
signature cargo, logs, the Port 

finds comfort in its recent successes 
with its new mix of container and 
breakbulk cargoes. 

On June 1, 2008, the Port watched 
as the last of its log business left the 
South Terminal area of its shipping 
terminals. Since the Port’s inception 
in 1918, the forest product industry 
has been the main revenue source for 
the shipping terminals. 

“I remember in the late ‘80s when 
it wasn’t uncommon to see five or six 
log ships waiting in the harbor for 
space at the dock,” Port Commission-
er Phil Bannan said. “Logging was 
by far our most profitable and vis-
ible commodity at the Port for many 
years. While it is sad to see it go, I am 
glad we have container and breakbulk 
traffic to replace the logs.”

At the height of the log business, 
the Port saw upward of 150 ships per 
year. Initially, when the log business 
began to decline, the Port struggled 
to find cargo. After many years of 
diligent marketing efforts, the Port 
carved out a niche for itself as a spe-

cialized container and breakbulk facil-
ity. Breakbulk is cargo that does not 
fit into a standard 20-foot container. 
This niche has proved to be very ben-
eficial for the Port of Everett, Chief of 
Operations Carl Wollebek said. 

In a seven-day period in early June, 
the Port broke three shipping records. 

Number of containers handled in 
one week — 900 teus 
The number of ships in one week  
at eight (since the end of the for-
est product boon in the late ‘80s);  

1.

2.

The number of container moves 
per hour, with the help of the 
container cranes that were in-
stalled in 2006.

“This is a bitter sweet time for the 
Port of Everett,” Executive Direc-
tor John Mohr said. “While we are 
looking forward to the future business 
model we have created, it is always 
hard to watch a significant part of our 
history disappear.”

With the log yard now vacated, the 
operations team has begun utilizing 
the 15 acres to support its three ship-
ping lines. 

The extra space is filling up quickly 
with cargo, mostly from its partner-
ship with FESCO shipping line. In 
late June, FESCO brought a unique 
“kite ship” to the Port. (See sidebar)

“This innovative ship provides 
a tremendous cost savings for the 
shipping company, as it reduces the 
amount of fuel used per trip,” Wol-
lebek said. “But most importantly, it 
reduces the amount of carbon mon-
oxide released into the air, which is 
critical for furthering our efforts to be  
good environmental stewards.”

3.
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End of An ErA:  
Log Business disappears As  

new Business Sails In 

A

Tow Rope
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Port Briefs
Craftsmen District Now open

On May 8, 2008, the Port of Everett, 
along with state, city and business lead-
ers, celebrated the opening of the Port’s 
new, state-of-the-art Craftsmen District.  

The Craftsmen District, located 
between 10th and 13th Street and West 
Marine View Drive in Everett, caters  to 
the Port’s 2,300-slip marina by offering 
services and amenities that best serve the 
boating community. 

Some of the features of this 13-acre 
district include a:

new operations building and boat 
wash facility
a 155-unit drystack storage facility
new roads, utilities, district parking 
and a walkway along the east edge of 
the new marina. 
new boat handling equipment, 
including a 75-ton Travelift that ar-
rived in February. The Port also has 
a 35-ton Travelift available at its 14th 
Street location
and most notably, a new, environ-
mentally progressive boatyard that 
complies with the Department of 
Ecology’s new standards. 

Five Member Port Commission

The Port Commission will vote in July 
on whether to put the issue of a 5-mem-
ber Commission on the November Gen-
eral Election ballot. The Commissioners 
will decided on three topics:

Whether to go from three to five 

•

•
•

•

•

1.

Commissioners;
Whether to have 5 districts or three 
districts and two at-large; and
Whether to reduce commission terms 
from six years to four. 

This discussion arose in response to a 
citizen request to increase the Everett Port 
Commission from three members to five. 
Historically, the Port of Everett has oper-
ated with a three-member Commission. 
Currently, the Commission consists of 
Connie Niva, Phil Bannan and Michael 
Hoffmann, who each represent a portion 
of the Port District, and serve six year 
terms. 

Status of Mukilteo  
tank Farm transfer

The United States Air Force has indi-
cated that the Environmental Assessment 
for the Mukilteo Tank Farm property 
would be issued in July — a critical step 
before the Port can take ownership of the 
property. 

After the report is issued, it will be fol-
lowed by a 60-day comment period. 

Provided that no substantial concerns 
are brought up through the comment 
period, the Air Force has indicated it will 
begin the necessary steps to convey the 
property. 

The Port will continue to follow this 
issue, and keep the community informed 
on the transfer status. Expediting the 
transfer of this property is critical for 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

2.

3.

Agency (NOAA) to begin constructing its 
new facility, as well as the Port’s ability to 
open public access to the site. 

The timeline for the transfer is still un-
known, and will likely not occur in 2008.   
Sounder Station Now open

You’ve probably seen, and perhaps even 
climbed onboard, one of Sound Transit’s 
commuter trains now serving Mukilteo 
and the surrounding area.

Sounder’s first stop at the new 
Mukilteo Station was Saturday, May 31, to 
take fans to the Seattle Mariners baseball 
game at Safeco Field. Sound Transit’s 
special Home Run service runs on select 
weekends throughout the baseball season, 
carrying fans from Everett, Mukilteo and 
Edmonds to King Street Station near 
Safeco Field.

The Mukilteo Station is an important 
stop for Sounder riders in the area and 
also for ferry passengers on the Mukilteo-
Whidbey Island runs. The Port of Everett 
was a planning partner in the project, 
along with the BNSF Railway Company, 
the City of Mukilteo and Washington 
State Ferries. The first phase of the 
Mukilteo Station that is now open in-
cludes a platform on the north side of the 
tracks for passengers, 68 parking stalls, 
and public art by Whidbey Island artist 
Linda Beaumont. The second phase of 
the project will include a south platform, 
pedestrian bridge and additional parking.

Regular weekday commuter service 
began from Mukilteo on June 2. This 
summer, three round-trip Sounder trains 
run in the north line into Seattle every 
weekday morning and back later in the 
afternoon. Starting in September, a fourth 
train will be added. To view the Sounder 
train schedule, fares and other informa-
tion, visit Sound Transit’s Web site at 
www.soundtransit.org.

LEt uS knOW WHAt yOu tHink
the Port of Everett wants to hear from you 
and would appreciate any comments or 
feedback you might have.  Call, write or e-
mail; we are easy to get in touch with.

write to us at p.o. Box 538, everett, wa 
98206, phone 425-388-0617,  

e-mail lisam@portofeverett.com, 
 web site www.portofeverett.com 

On May 31, 2008 Sounder officials and community leaders celebrated the first stop of the Sounder service in Mukilteo.  
The train took Mariner fans to the baseball game. 

Photo Courtesy of Sound Transit



n April 2008, I traveled with 
eight other U. S. Citizens to 
Koutiala in Mali, West Africa to 

assist the Women and Children’s Hos-
pital that opened in April 2006. 

Mali is one of the poorest countries 
in the world, with an annual fam-
ily income equivalent to $250. Our 
group, which was composed of civil-
ians, several electricians, engineers 
and carpenters, offered our assistance 
in many different ways.   

A cement shortage meant that the 
planned warehouse construction had 
been delayed, requiring storage of 
supplies in rooms that are designated 
for pediatric care.  The group of engi-
neers and electricians completed the 
electrical work at the warehouse, and 
upgraded the hospital’s electrical ser-
vice with new cable which the group 
brought from the United States. 

Most of the hospital supplies and 
equipment are donated by people 
from the United States, including 
discontinued equipment that dates 
between the 1960s and ‘90s. The sup-

plies are first sent to Shelby, Ohio, 
placed in containers, and shipped 
overseas. It takes several months for 
the supplies to arrive in Mali after be-
ing railed from Bamako. 

The staff at the hospital are com-
prised of one American doctor, five 
American nurses, with the remainder 
of staff Malians, in training, and four 
custodians. The long-term goal is to 
train doctors and nurses from Mali to 
take over all staffing.   

Statistics show a woman in Mali has 
a 10 percent chance of dying dur-
ing  childbirth, which is equal to the 
deaths due to childbirth in the U.S. 
during the Civil War.  Currently, 
the circumstances are so dire in Mali 

that each child only has a one in four 
chance of reaching his or her fifth 
birthday.  Since the hospital opened 
its doors, these statistics have been 
steadily improving. 

Conditions are beyond the poverty 
we know here in the U.S., but the 
sense of community is so strong in 
the village that everyone relies on 
each other to survive.  

I feel humbled to have been part of 
the humanitarian effort to offer com-
passion and love to people in such 
need.  I left Koutiala receiving more 
than I ever gave during my three 
weeks of service.
By: Karen Bukis  

Port of Everett Marina Staff
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our success in getting this project 
underway,” Mohr said. 

Prior to opening this facility, 
the oversized aerospace parts were 
transported from Port of Everett’s 
Pacific Terminal by rail to Paine 
Field Airport. This process shut 
down the BNSF mainline in both 
directions for approximately two 
hours. The new facility reduces 

the mainline closure to about  
15 minutes.

“We have already started to real-
ize some of the efficiencies with 
this new facility,” said Carl Wolle-
bek, Chief Operations Officer for 
the Port of Everett. “By increasing 
the speed of freight mobility on 
the BNSF mainline, we are mak-
ing way for increased business op-
portunities in Snohomish County 

and all of the Puget Sound.”
As part of the new terminal, 

the Port expanded the beach to 
the east of the pier, and added 
a parking lot along with beach 
access paths. While the improve-
ments are complete, the property 
hasn’t been transferred from the 
Air Force to the Port, and as a 
result, the beach is still closed to 
the public. 

(Continued from page 3 )
PIER: SuPPoRTIng ThE local aERoSPacE InduSTRy

TravElINg  
for a CauSE

marina staffer travels to Africa to  
volunteer at a newly opened  
Women and Children’s Hospital

i
Karen Bukis, far left, is a valued member of the Port of Everett staff. Karen has worked at the Port’s marina for more than 25 
years. She recently traveled to africa as a volunteer in a Women and children’s hospital. 
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